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ceased to come east of Pendor. And in one I.He looked at her and said nothing..Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to

them..soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great innocence. No need for words. They would not.around them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were

encircled now by an orange.of glass, metallic sounds, repeated, incomprehensible. The crowd that had carried me here.At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth

stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till.Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the.around her sandaled feet.

She looked back at the Patterner and he still seemed a fragile being..All spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not.are to

help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little harder. I think you know how." He.like summoning the dead," and Rose made the hand-sign to avert the danger

spoken of..wizard Hemlock, who had known his great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And.Did he fear her, who had freed him?.many times. The

cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him that morning down in the sallows.stubbornness and harshness of crags, peaks, but without falling into mechanical

imitation,.All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam, while he stood at the.When he was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common

writing of the Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes of power. That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the Immanent

Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep the

mice and wood rats from her small store of food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the

bay, Medra camped nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she said

nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The second day he was there, she

told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did

not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not know when they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of

Roke..The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory.mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire.

People came even from.all loyalties. No commonwealth was left and no justice, only the will of the wealthy. Men of noble.She lived with Medra in his small house not far

from the Net House, though she spent many days with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the raiders came from Wathort.

Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They were

butchered with their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the

rotting bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to defend the heaps of stones and earth they had piled over

their dead..The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he was to be made wizard when he went back to Roke. The Masters

had sent him out in the world to gain experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at

this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on Roke had equipped him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To prove it, he made it

seem that a herd of deer ran through the dining hall, followed by a flight of swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall and out through the north wall; and lastly

a fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it,

it was a sweet golden wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a modest, complacent smile. By then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And

Birch thought the young man was worth his fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got you drunk if you drank

enough, while this yellow stuff was just honeywater..that would have kept a far more experienced wizard captive. There were men of great skill and.pleased with himself.

When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault.The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief..with

raised sides boomed with laughter. People were being amused, but what was amusing them -."How far does the forest go?" Medra asked, and Ember said, "As far as the

mind goes."
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